44	THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
WESTERN OPINION
France and England paid little attention to Poland durin
first months of the War. As Russia was their ally, both the
of Poland, when they thought of her at all, in Russian t€
both greeted with approval the proclamation of the Grand I
and found it difficult to understand what was going on in Aus
Poland. On September 25, 1914, The Times published a
article,  "from a  Correspondent,"  which  bore the  head
"Tragedy of Poland; A War of Liberation; Value of P
Loyalty." The writer of this article strongly supported the
sian solution of the Polish Question; he lamented the blindne
the Austrian Poles, and stated that the Kingdom of Po
(Congress Poland) remained loyal.
This article was a fair specimen of articles on Poland in Wes
countries. In reply to a question, Sir Edward Grey (Viscount C
of Fallodon), Foreign Secretary, stated in the House of Concur
on March 2,1915, that the British Government was in symps
with the Grand Duke's proclamation. Polish politics found sea
expression in England; there was more in France, where sev
thousand Poles had enlisted in her army, 2,000 volunteering in
first days of August 1914. The United States was in a posit
totally different from that of France and England, as it did
enter into the War till 1917, and at first its people did not gres
concern themselves with the political aspect of Polish aifairs, 1
they soon began to feel their humanitarian appeal.
RELIEF FUNDS
Polish-American societies took the lead in raising funds i
Polish relief, and in 19x5 the Polish Central Relief Committ*
with Paderewski at its head, was formed in America to combi
and direct their activities. In January of that year Paderewski ai
Sienkiewicz, the great novelist, established at Vevey in Switze
land the Comtie General du Secours pour les Victimes de la Guer
en Pologne, and the big American committee associated itself wii
this organization. Better informed than the French and Englis

